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 Figures 1 and 2. Adult Broken Bay Pacific oysters. 

 

BBO are proud to highlight our environmental standards within this document. BBO growers 
endeavour to provide a sustainable production of healthy oysters into the future for the 
benefit of Australian seafood consumers, and for the benefit of the Hawkesbury River 
catchment. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
In 2005 oyster growers in the Hawkesbury River catchment united to form one association, 
Broken Bay Oysters Association Incorporated (BBO), consisting of twelve oyster farming 
businesses. The formation of this association allows growers to work as a team on current and 
future challenges, and continue to improve business stability. The BBO growers aim to pursue 
goals and outcomes of common interest, which benefit all BBO members and other 
users/stakeholders of the river.  BBO are formally committed in achieving environmental 
sustainability in their industry and consequently decided to develop an EMS that incorporated 
all BBO members. This document complements the CE&Y Moxham Oyster EMS previously 
prepared by OWAs SeaNet program in July, 2003. 

This is an industry driven initiative, aiming to contribute to the sustainability of oyster farming 
and the health of the Hawkesbury River estuarine environment.  In addition, the EMS aims to 
increase community understanding of the methods we use to cultivate oysters in the 
Hawkesbury River, management and regulations applied to the oyster industry, importantly to 
the harvest areas.  

The EMS highlights how BBO farmers are united in responsibly providing fresh and high quality 
oysters on behalf of the community.  Oyster farmers are striving to achieve sustainability in 
their industry, and recognise the consequence and value of utilising the most ‘environmentally 
sound’ materials and methods in the cultivation of oysters within the Hawkesbury River 
catchment.  The EMS also documents an ongoing process of environmental management, 
requiring periodic reviews approximately every 6 - 12 months. 

1.1.0 Environmental Management System: A Broken Bay Oyster Farmer’s 
environmental initiative 

An EMS is a continual process of improving environmental management by developing actions 
that identify and address risks and reveal opportunities. An EMS is a tool that can be used to 
identify issues relating to the environment, food safety, product quality, occupational health 
and safety, profitability, public relations or other aspects of the organisation.  This is achieved 
through regular reviews and updating of the document as new technologies, methodologies 
etc are incorporated into business activities.   

This EMS describes how the business members of BBO will continue to improve, adapt and 
progress with new developments. It also demonstrates their willingness to co-operate with 
natural resource managers and the community, to assist in the management of estuarine 
resources.  

1.2.0 The Hawkesbury River 

The Hawkesbury River is NSW largest estuary and is located approximately 50 km north of 
Sydney.  The Hawkesbury River catchment area is approximately 21,500 km2.  

The Hawkesbury River tidal limit is located approximately 145 km upstream of Broken Bay, e.g. 
to Yarramundi road-bridge.  Upstream of the road-bridge the Hawkesbury becomes the 
Nepean River.  The Hawkesbury River’s salinity limit is 80 km upstream from the river mouth, 
around lower Portland. The Hawkesbury catchment includes seven national parks, five nature 
reserves and two state recreation areas that assist as a natural filtration system in maintaining 
the water quality of the river.  The catchment also contains extensive mangrove stands 
estimated at (11km2) and is surrounded by steep sloping riparian vegetation in the northern 
and western areas of the Hawkesbury valley.  The major tributaries that flow into the 
Hawkesbury River include the MacDonald, Colo and Grose Rivers. 


